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McCullough, Ford highlight commencement
The April Commencement Ceremony will be held Saturday, April 28, at
the Van Andel Arena in downtown
Grand Rapids. The procession will
begin at 10 a.m.
Author and historian David McCullough will provide the commencement
address. McCullough, called the
"master of the art" of .narrative history,
is a familiar presence on PBS as host
of Tbe American Experience and
narrator of many documentaries,
including Tbe Civil War. His books
have received numerous prestigious
awards, including the Pulitzer Prize.
GVSU awarded an honorary degree to
McCullough in 1997.

An honorary
degree will be
conferred to Betty
Ford. GVSU
President Arend D.
Lubbers will present
the former first lady
with a doctor of
humane letters.
Lubbers will also
confer degrees to
graduating students.

Kokx, professor of pediatric medicine at
Michigan State University's College of
Human Medicine and a member of the
board of directors for both Priority Health
and West Michigan Health Planners; and
Hubert Massey, Detroit-area a1tist whose
newest work was recently unveiled at the
Detroit Athletic Club.
David McCullough

Three distinguished alumni will be
recognized during the ceremonies.
Honorees are Virgil Gulker, executive
director of KIDS HOPE, USA; Nicholas

A separate commencement ceremony
for graduates of GVSU's programs in
Traverse City will be held at 7:30 p.m.
on May 1 at the Park Place Hotel in
Traverse City.
Faculty and staff processing in the
Commencement Ceremony on April 28
should arrive at 9:30 a.m. for robing.•

Presidential address
At a special convocation in the Cook-DeWitt Center on
April 17, GVSU President Arend D. Lubbers addressed the
campus community.
"The first generation of Grand Valley faculty and staff are
leaving the stage," he said. "We have given this place , I believe,
a larger dose of commitment than most new state universities.
That dose has helped make some special things happen here,
and my hope is that you carry this place forward keeping the
commitment quotient high."

Glenn Niemeyer, provost and vice president for academic affairs,
presented President Arend D. Lubbers with a honorary degree.

Glenn Niemeyer, provost and vice president for academic
affairs, presented Lubbers with an honorary doctor of humane
letters.

Across Campus
Information Technology
installs additional
wireless access sites
The Information Technology
Department will install wireless access
in five Allendale Campus
buildings during the
spring and summer
semesters.

Buildings scheduled for installation
are Student Services Building (third
floor Admissions office), Zumberge
Library (lower level), Kleiner Commons,
and Robinson and Calder residences.
Two classrooms in AuSable Hall and a
physics lab in Padnos Hall currently are
equipped with wireless access.
Registration of wireless network
cards can be completed through

Academic Computing; call x2038 for
more information.
Susan Korzinek, director of Academic
Computing and Educational Technology, said other recent computer improvements include the purchase of 75
modems for areas now experiencing
dial-up congestion: Grand Rapids ,
Holland, Muskegon, and Grand Haven.
continued on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1

Tibetan monks
demonstrate sacred art
A group of mo nks from Gyuto Tantric
University visited GVSU last week to
demo nstra te a sacred form of Tibetan a1t.
The monks made a sand mandala,
w hich is a design created by painstakingly
p lacing millio ns of individual grains o f
colored sand in a patte rn representing a
Buddhist princip le.
The monks worked on the mandala
daily fro m 9 a .m.-5 p.m. in the Manistee
River Room of the Kirkhof Cente r. The
eve nt culminated in a closing ceremo ny
when the mandala was dismantled as an
illustratio n o f the Buddhist concept o f
impermanence.

Monks ji-om Gyuto Tantric University made a sand mandala in tbe Kii-kbof Center last week by placing grains of
sand in a pattern.

The visit was spo nsored by the GVSU
chapter of Students for a Free Tibet, an
The GVSU Forum is
published by the O ffi ce of
University Communications
every Monday w he n classes are
in session and biweekly during
the summer. The submission
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send
publica tion items to Michele
Johnson, editor, c/o the FORUM
cc:Ma il box. From off ca mpus,
email forum @gvsu.edu.
Telepho ne : 616-895-222 1. Fax:
616-895-2250.
Faculty and staff members
can find an online "Sketches"
submission form on the Web at
www.gvsu.edu/ online/ forum/
form.html/
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley's
daily online publication, on the
Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/

Theater workshops
scheduled at GVSU .
This summer, students, local actors,
teachers, and anyone else inte rested in
learning communication techniques w ill
have the opportunity to study with theater
professionals from New York, London, and
Buenos Aires in several area workshops
o ffered through the Intensive Theatre
Training Program (ITTP).
ITTP, a conservato1y bringing world-cl ass
theater instructo rs to the area , is taking
registrations for summer classes in West
Michigan. The program is being offered
thro ugh a collabo ratio n between GVSU and
Muskegon Community College. Classes w ill
be taught on both ca mpuses.

o rga ni zatio n w hose aim is to raise awareness of the situ ation in Tibet, w hich was
invaded by China in 1950.a

For more info rmation , applicatio ns, and
appointments (persona l inte rview is
req uired), ca ll the GVSU School of Communications, x3668, or e-ma il Slater at sherrislater@hotmail .com .
Slater, a Muskegon native, broug ht the
ITTP to Muskegon last year from Buenos
Aires, w here she lived fo r eight yea rs and
developed the program . Plans are unde r
way to expand GVSU's role so that stude nts
can continue the conserva tory tra ining in
works hops held in Buenos Aires. a

Instructo rs are from the London Theatre
Exchange in London , England; the Stella
Adler Conservato1y of Acting in New York,
New York; and the Andamio 90 Conservato1y of Acting in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Each
will offer two-week tra ining workshops.
Described as a "performance lab," the
ITTP Inte rnatio nal Summer Conservato ry is
designed for a wide variety of people who
could benefit significantly from improved
communication techniques, sa id Sherri
Slater, ITTP d irecto r.
Registratio n fo r the worksho ps is now
being taken. Course booklets are ava il able.

COT Luncheon
Plant Services employees enjoy the COT luncbeon
April 17 at the Kirkbof Center. Tbe tbeme was "f-!ollywood Celebration of tbe Oscars. "
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Grand Valley
Grand Valley strides into the new millennium with a
multilude of changes: new buildings in Grand Rapids and
Muskegon ... an archway entrance to the Allendale campus .
boulevards and bike paths on Lake Michigan Drive ... an
expansive dance studio ... a glass atrium for the Kirkhof Center
more residential buildings. The list continues.
Above all, a new leader will preside over the university as
longhme President Arend D. Lubbers retires and the Grand
Valley communily welcomes ils third president, Mark Murray.

M-45/Lake Michigan
Drive Project
The two-lane stretch of M-45 surro unding Grand Va lley's main entrance
w ill be revam ped into a divided highway
,vith two lanes each for east and westbound traffic, a grassy center median ,
and bike paths fl anking both sides of the
highway. The Michiga n Depa rtment of
Transportation construction targets the
roadway between Sand Creek, east of
GVSU's main entrance, and 68th Avenue,
at the west e nd of Allendale. The total
project covers 6.75 miles.
M-45's boost in conve nie nce and
safety co ntinues o n GVSU's Alle ndale
ca mpus: re novations include widening
Ca mpus Dri ve to Ra vine Drive to
accommodate the new dua l-entry lanes .
M-45 wi ll re main open at all times
with traffic routed around construction;
howeve r, Grand Va lley's entrance off
M-45 ,viii be closed during summer
months for re novations. During that
time, Gra nd Va lley traffic wi ll be
directed to the West Campus Drive
e ntrance off 48th Aven ue.
• Phase 1 - MDOT highway reconstructio n between Sa nd Creek and the
Grand River. Target completion: fa ll 2001.

GVSU marks these historic steps into "171e Next Grand Valley"
with a new graphic that will accompany notices of changes
occurring throughout the university.
Following is a summary of construction and renovation
projects planned for 2001-02. Further information throughout
the coming months, construction updates, and maps will be
posted online. Look for the announcement qf the Web site in
next week 's Forum .

• Phase 2 - MDOT highway
reconstruction fro m 40th Avenue west
to 68th Aven ue. Target constructio n
elates: spring 2001-fall 2002 .
GVSU Campus Drive renovation:
e nt ra nce closed Ju ly 9- August 3, 2001.

Campus Entrance at M-45
In addition to roadway improveme nts, Grand Valley's entra nce will be
mode rnized with brick wa lls fl anking
Campus Drive, upgraded landscaping,
and - most striking - a new overhead
a rchway welcoming all who enter the
campus.
• Target constru ctio n dates:
May 1-August 15, 2001.

Ki rkhof Center
Dramatic renovations o n the Kirkhof
Cente r w ill revitalize the 30-year-old
building's function as the foca l point fo r
student activity. The most prominent
change w ill be a 43,000-square-foot
addition featuring a three-sto1y glass
atrium on the north side of the building.
That, plus an extensio n of the main
floor corrido r, will create a new "main
street" a rea fo r light dining, lobby
shopping and an information booth.
The lower level w ill feature an expand-

eel dining area and game room and
upgraded food services.
Renovations w ill be done in phases
with completio n set for July 2002 . Key
points to consider:
• Kirkhof Center's north entrance
(facing the Cook Ca rillon Tower) w ill
be closed through summe r 2001. Target
elate fo r re-opening is October 2001.
Target completion date fo r north side
construction: Februa1y 2002.
• Kirkhof Center food service
operations, the Grand River Room , and
the Lobby Shop will close fro m
April 20-August 24, 2001.
• The Bookstore , Student Life, and
Student Senate will rema in accessible at
all times.

Housing
Enhancements in student ho using are
at the hea rt of Grand Valley re novations, as they broaden opportunities fo r
students to experience the academic
and social amenities of a residential
campus community. Housing projects
include new constru ction as well as
renovation of existing faci lities:
continued on page 4
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continued from page 3

• Renovatio ns at Robinson House
have been completed. Kistle r and
Cope land residence halls w ill undergo
refurbishing over the summer, to be
completed by the fa ll 2001 semester.
• Also completed recently is a 5,000square-foot add itio n to Kle ine r Commo ns
that doubles the dining faci lity's size.
• Constru ctio n of three new residentia l bu ildings just east o f Kle iner
Commons is nearing completion. Frey,
Nie meyer, and Hills living centers will
acid living space for 500 students
beginning with the fa ll 2001 semeste r.
• Four additional living centers will
be bu ilt north of Kleiner Commons,
add ing ho using for another 586 students. The two-person units will be
equipped with a bath, kitche nette and
two bedrooms. Parking Lo t D and DOverflow wi ll be expanded, and a new
road added to connect the living centers
to Campus Drive . Target construction
elates: May 2001-August 2002.

me nts to the ex isting building include a
fire protection system and lighted
display cases.
• Target construction elates: summer/ fa ll 2001 , w ith completio n in
ovember.

Mackinac Hall Addition
A 55,000-squa re-foot add itio n will be
located on the no rth side o f Mackinac
Hall alo ng Campus Drive. Plans include
114 o ffices, 14 classrooms, conference
rooms, and study areas.
• Target construction dates: May
2001-May 2002.

Lake Michigan Center
Located on the shore of Lake
Muskegon, the Center is the new home
of GVSU's Robert B. Annis Water
Resources Institute. The $5.5 m illion,
24 ,500 square-foot facility will ho use
labora to ries , ad ministrative offices,
confe rence rooms, and classrooms.

• Target completio n date: June 2001.
Upon completio n, WRI facu lty and staff
will relocate offices from Paclnos Hall to
the Muskegon facility.

Center for Health Professions
The new fi ve-story, 215 ,000-squarefoot b uilding in downtown Grand
Rapids w ill ho use GVSU's School o f
Hea lth Professio ns, the Kirkho f School
of Nursing, and Life Sciences programs.
The $57 million Center w ill be bu ilt at
the corne r of Michigan Street and
Lafaye tte Ave nue NE.
• Groundbrea king is set for May 23,
2001. Projected completion: 2003.

Other Projects
• Lubbe rs Stad ium - Improvements
include stadium lighting for night games
and field re-sodding.
• Parking Lots M and N - Lots at the
south e nd of campus will be closed fo r a
brief period in May 2001 fo r
resurfacing.a

• Grand Va lley Apa rtme nts Apartments, landscaping, and outdoor
lig hting w ill be updated , to be completed by the fa ll 2001 semester.

Performing Arts Dance Studio
A 10,800-square-foot expa nsio n to
the Performing Arts Studio will provide
s pace for two dance studios, six new
music studios, and offices and facilities
to accommo date GVSU's growing music
and dance programs. The large dance
studio will be ava ilable for recital-style
performances, complete with visitor
seating, theatrica l lighting, and sound
syste ms.
• Completio n is set fo r August 2001.

Seidman House Addition
A 2,496-square-foot add ition to the
fro nt of the build ing w ill ho use archives
and special book collections. Improve-

Housing construction will include the four new L-shaped buildings shown above.
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Coming Events
Senate subcommittee
will hold meeting
at DeVos Center

The keynote speaker will be Arlene
Naganashe, hea lth directo r fo r the Little
Traverse Bay Band of Odawa Indians .
To register, ca ll Jaime Walker at x71 81.

The Higher Education Subcommittee
of the Senate Appropriatio ns Committee
w ill meet o n the Pew Campus Mo nda y,
April 23, to d iscuss fu nding levels of
state colleges and universities .

GVSU's Office o f Mino rity Affa irs and
Native American Student Association are

Pew Teaching Excellence Award winners

The meeting w ill begin at 10 a.m. in
Loosemore Auditorium in the DeVos
Center and is open to the public.
Testimo ny fro m GVSU President Arend
D. Lubbers is scheduled to begin at
10:30 a.m .

The winners of the Pew
Teaching Excellence A wards,
presented on April 9, ai·e
Donald Pottor[/; education;
Robert Smart; chemistry;
Paul Tborsnes, economics;
Linda Nicholson Grinstead,
nursing;
Barbara Nan
Scbicbtel, library; j enn//er
Cross, psychology; Barbara
Roos,
communications;
and Elaine Scholl, social
work.

GVSU to host first
Native American
health conference
Several GVSU departments will host
the first Na tive American Hea lth
Confere nce o n Wednesday, April 25, at
the Alumni House and Visitor Center,
o n the Allendale Campus .

co-spo nsoring the confe re nce w ith
KSON. Other sponsors are the Inte r
Tribal Council of Michigan , U.S . Department o f Health and Human Services ,
Native American Commun ity Se rv ices,
and KCP Initiative .a

Recital Hall dedication
Music facu lty members honored depai·tment Chairman Sherman Van Solkema by
naming the Recital Hall ajier him. Pictured at the presentation with Van Solkema and bis wife, Beth, at lf!fi, are CVSU
President Arend and Nancy Lubbers.

Karen Dunlap , Kirk.hof School of
Nursing continuing education coordinator,
said conference objectives include
developing a holistic worldview of ative
American clients. People who provide
health care, education, or social care to
Native Americans are welcome to register.

Van Solkema joined CVSU in 1995 ajier
teaching music for three decades in New
York City. He will retire on June 3 0.

The conference w ill run fro m 8 a. m.noon ; cost to register is $25 ($ 20 for
GVSU students) and includes breakfast.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
John Harper Philbin, assistant
p rofessor of communicatio ns, received a
first p lace award at the East Lansing
Film Festival for his fil m, My Life A mong
the Gopis. The film won top hono rs in
the sho rt fi lm competition.
WGVU-TV won a "Best Featu re
Story" award from the Associated Press
in the 2001 competition . The winning
e nt1y was a feature o n GVSU carillons.
WGVU Radio also received an ho no rable mention in the "Best Feature Sto ry"
category fo r a report on the tra in ing o f
Wyo ming K-9 dogs.

William Neal, professor of geology,
wrote an article, titled "Coastal-Zone

Hazard Maps and Recomme ndatio ns:
Eastern Puerto Rico," which was
published in the Ma rch issue o f the
journal Environmental Geosciences.
Russell Rhoads , associate professor of
anthropology, presented a paper, titled
"Mothe r's Trust/ Mother's Place : Cultural
Change in Process, " at the American
Academy of Religion , Midwest Region
annual meeting in Chicago.
Vandana Pednekar-Magal, assistant

p rofessor of communications, presented
a paper, titled "Hi-tech Growth and the
[demise of?] Develo pme nt: A case of
India ," at the Third World Conference
held in Chicago.

Emily Jean McFadden , professor o f
social work, gave a keynote s peech,
titled "The Changing Face of Socia l
Work at Walte r Re uther Psychiatric
Hosp ital in Wayne County," d u ring the
Socia l Work Month recognition ba nq uet.
McFadde n also gave a lecture, titled
"Children in Crisis: A Globa l Perspecti ve
o n Child Welfa re, " at the Padnos
Internatio nal Lecture Series.
Curtis De an Smith , assistant pro fessor
of Mode rn Languages and Literature ,
conducted a Chinese Culture Symposium in the Recital Hall o f the Perfo rmcontinued on page 6
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Calendar of Events
General Events
Arts Hotline : (616) 895-ARTS
Galle1y Ho urs: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p .m., Thurs 10 a.m.-7 p.m.

Sat., Apr. 28

10 a.m.: Comme ncement. Van Andel Arena , downtown Grand
Rapids.

Sports

Mon. ,Apr. 23-Thurs. ,Apr. 26
Ga llery Ho urs: BFA Senior Exhibitio n. PAC.

Sports Hotline : (616) 895-3800. Game times subject to change .

Mon. ,Apr. 23

Wed ., Apr. 25

4-5: 30 p .m. Van Andel Global Trade Center presents English
fo r Professio nals. Van Andel Glo bal Trade Center, Pew
Campus . Call x6811 fo r mo re information.

1 p .m.: Baseball. St. Joseph's College at GVSU.

Mon ., Apr. 23-Sat., Apr. 28

Thu rs. ,Apr. 26
7 p.m. : Baseball at Michiga n State University, O ldsmobi le
Park. Lansing.

9 a.m. -5 p .m.: West Michiga n Science Festival fea tures 125
events that celebrate the wonder o f science, mathematics
and technology. Fo r more in fo rmatio n ca ll x251 5.

Fri. ,Apr. 27
All day: Men's Golf at Wayne State Uni versity Invitatio nal.
Novi.

1\1es. ,Apr. 24

Sat. ,Apr. 28

5-7 p.m. : BFA Senior Exhibitio n Receptio n.
Wed. ,Apr. 25

9 a.m.-4 p .m.: Career Services Teacher Search . Fieldho use. Call
x3311 fo r mo re info rmation .

11 a.m.: Track & Field at USTCA Q uad (GVSU, Saginaw and
Aquinas) at Ferris State. Big Rapids .
1 p.m.: Baseball at Wayne State Unive rsity. Detroit.
2 p .m. : Softba ll. Hillsdale College at GVSU.

Thurs., Apr. 26

Sat., Apr. 28-Sun.,Apr. 29

2:30-5:30 p.m .: Reception fo r Gle nn Niemeyer, Provost and
Vice Pres ide nt fo r Academic Affa irs. Formal program and
re marks at 4 p .m. Alumni House.

All clay: Men's Golf at Ferris State University Invitatio nal, Big
Rapids.
Sun ., Apr. 29

Fri. ,Apr. 27

7 p. m .: School of Educatio n Convocation fo r certified teachers.
Sunshine Community Church , Grand Rapids.

12 noon : Baseball at Wayne State University . Detro it.•

Faculty and Staff Sketches
continued.from page 5

ing Arts Cente r. Smith also film ed Chinese Tea Ceremonies for
GRTV.
William Charland , assistant professor of art and design,
presented a paper, titled "Changing Minds: Service Learning as
a Model fo r Educatio nal Reform ," at the College Art Association
Annu al Confe rence in Chicago.
Jerry L.Johnson , assistant professor of social work , present-

ed an all-clay wo rksho p , titled "Charming the Dragon: Uniq ue
Ideas About Treating Adolescent Substance Ab use, " in Lansing.
Ann Marie Eligon, associate professor o f physics, p resented a
paper, titled "The Algebra-based Physics Course for Hea lth
Science Majors," at the 122nd Natio nal Meeting of the Ame rican Associatio n of Physics Teachers.
Natalia Gomez, assistant professor of modern languages and
lite ratures, participated at Language and Cu lture fo r Internatio nal Business: A Worksho p fo r Fo reign Languages Educators
at The University of Memphis. Gomez also presented a pape r,
titled "La sombra de Charlot en la obra de Cesa r Vallejo, " at the
Michigan Acade my of Science Arts and Lette rs.
John Thompson, assistant p rofessor of physics, p resented a

paper, titled "Pre paring Inservice and Preservice Elementary
Teache rs to Teach Sound ," at the spring meeting o f the

Michigan Section of the America n Associatio n of Phys ics
Teache rs, held at De lta College.
Marshall Battani, assistant p rofessor of socio logy , presented
a pape r, titled "Public Art on Ca mp us : How to Inte ract w ith
Eggheads, " at the annual meeting of the Midwest Socio logica l
Society in St. Lo uis, Missouri.
Jill R. VanAntwerp, assistant p rofessor o f English, presented
a paper, titled "The I-Search Paper: Helping Young Stude nts
Begin the Research Process," at the spring confe re nce o n the
English Language Arts, held at Michiga n State University .
Salim M. Haidar, associate professor of mathe matics and
statistics, presented a pape r, titled "On Op timal Regularity o f
Weak Equilibrium Solutions in Nonlinea r Radial Elasticity," at
the Fourth Forum on Methods and Mode ling fo r Partial
Differential Equations, organized by the Society fo r Industrial
a nd Applied Mathematics Great Lakes Sectio n, he ld at Oa kland University in Rochester. The pape r w ill be pu blished in
the Proceed ings of the Forum.

In the News
Peimin Ni, associate professor of p hilosophy, was inte rviewed by the Grand Rapids Press o n Ap ril 11 about the
recent U.S./China standoff. •

